
    

 

CAIS Geochronology Lab 
International Shipping Instructions 

 
Required Documentation 
 
Due to changes in U.S. trade policy, all international shipments must include a detailed sample description, HTSUS code, 
and Declared value. Generic descriptions (e.g., “scientific samples, no commercial value”) are no longer acceptable and 
may cause delays or returned shipments.  
 
To facilitate documentation, the required information is now part of the sample submission form. It can also be 
included on a separate inventory prepared by the sending institution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Description of the goods: 
· What is it? (e.g. preserved zoological, botanical, mineralogical, anatomical, paleontological specimens) 
· What is it made of? (e.g. bone, charcoal, shell) 
· What is it intended for? (scientific research and radiocarbon dating).  

 
2. Common HTS Codes – most samples will be classified under HTS 9705 (scientific or collectors’ specimens of 

zoological, botanical, mineralogical, anatomical, archaeological, or paleontological interest):  
 
· Anatomical/paleontological/zoological/botanicals/mineralogical interest:  

o 9705.21.0000 Human specimens and parts 
o 9705.22.0000 Extinct or endangered species and parts 
o 9705.29.0000 Other 

· Archaeological/ethnographic/historical interest: 
o 9705.10.0010 Articles of archaeological interest  
o 9705.10.0020 Articles of ethnographic interest  
o 9705.10.0090 Other collections of historical interest 

 
3. Declared value -- If the items being tested were purchased, the purchase price should be listed. Otherwise, the 

items have no commercial value, and the proforma invoice can provide a nominal value, e.g., $1. 
 
Recommended Shipping & Customs Instructions 
 
• Preferred Courier: FedEx is strongly recommended; DHL is also acceptable. Other couriers have a higher risk of 

delays, returns, or shipment loss during customs clearance, and charge higher fees for customs processing.  

• Optional Import Assistance: CAIS has partnered with Baker Logistics Consulting Services to provide concierge 
customs brokerage support. This service can help streamline importation, reduce delays, and address customs-
related challenges. Clients who anticipate difficulties with the import process are encouraged to utilize this service. 
Additional fees will apply. Contact Baker Logistics (uga@bakerlcs.com) for more information.  

• Shipping Address: To facilitate customs processing, use the following contact details: 
Center for Applied Isotope Studies 
Geochronology Lab 
120 Riverbend Road 
Athens, Georgia, 30602 USA 
cais@uga.edu | Phone: +1 (706) 542-1395 

mailto:uga@bakerlcs.com



